Need it cause surprise, then, that men went into practice having a very imperfect knowledge of the special diseases referred to, and that, in order to supply their deficiency, it became necessary to proceed to the medical schools of Vienna, Berlin, and elsewhere abroad. In the cities no difficulty resulted, for the services of a specialist were always within reach in any particular case; but in the smaller country towns, and especially in country practice, these cases were practically ignored ; or if recognised, passed on, it may be at much inconvenience, to those known to have made them the subjects of special study.
Such was the position of matters when, without having had the advantage of any special course of instruction, I commenced practice. Very soon afterwards I was consulted by Mrs S., a country patient, who complained of defective sight of one eye. External examination afforded no explanation; and in my difficulty I sought the advice and assistance of my predecessor, who made a careful inspection, and came to the conclusion that she was affected with cataract. Dissatisfied with our combined skill, she visited a well-known ophthalmic surgeon, who, as she subsequently informed me, examined her in the dark room, and promptly informed her that the nerve had got separated from the back of the eye, and that there was little prospect of her sight improving. About Five days ago I had the opportunity of again examining him, and found the following appearances:?The optic disc was of a chalky whiteness, the margins abrupt and well defined, but ragged and unevenly cut, and the vessels, which were not much altered in calibre, pursuing a straight course from the papilla to the retina, and giving no impression of prominence or excavation. In the immediate vicinity of the macula lutea, and surrounding the disc, the fundus appeared to indirect examination deeply pigmented, which was all the more distinct in contrast with the pallor of the disc; while to the direct it was of a coarsely stipled or granular black and white appearance. Towards the periphery the choroidal epithelium was atrophied to a certain extent, with large patches of pigment here and there; but here the fundus was of a healthier and redder tint. He could only read Jaeger 23 close to his eyes, and central vision was almost completely abolished, peripheral being fairly good. He could see better in the dark than the other members of his family.
In this singular case, in which the etiology is obscure, the only available information was furnished by the ophthalmoscope, and the direction and extent of vision are sufficiently explained by the ophthalmoscopic appearances.
The case of Mrs J. has already been briefly alluded to. Here the disc was of a lilac gray colour, with blurred margins, both arteries and veins being diminished in calibre. The striking features were the large patch of exudation round the macula, and the abundance of retinal haemorrhages which were in linear and irregular patches.
The-urine contained a large proportion of albumen, as was subsequently ascertained; the cardiac action was palpitating; and she had attacks of exhausting epistaxis. A very unfavourable prognosis was given to her friends, and a fatal termination occurred in less than two months from the date of my examination. 
